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Aparajita (888-899), he was not recognised as the overlord; on the other hand, it only led to
the strengthening of the Chola power. Aparajita's death benefited the Cholas who occupied
Tondaimandalam. Kampavarma ruled for a short time upto 912 in the Nellore region of
Andhra Pradesh.
Velanati Chodas
During the reign of the Chaiukya-Cholas, several local chieftains began to exercise their
authority as feudatories. Kulottunga I, finding it difficult to contain the continuous attacks of
the Western Chalukyas and the Eastern Gangas into Vengi, initiated the policy of raising
some leading families to feudatory status by conferring on them the Insignia of royalty.
These feudatories, known as 'mandalikas' were intended to strengthen the position of the
Chalukya-Chola viceroys in Vengi. The foremost among such families were the Chodas of
Velanadu or the Velanati Chodas. The Velanati Chodas, in the beginning, served the Eastern
Chalukyas as their military commanders. Gonka I of the Velanati Durjaya family was mentioned
as the 'samasta senadhipati' under the Chalukya-Chola king Kulottunga !. Gonka I (1076-1108)
was greatly responsible for the political stability of the Chalukya-Chola power in Andhra. As a
reward for his services, Kulottunga I conferred on Gonka I the lordship over 'Shatsahasravani'
(Arvelanadu) on the southern bank of the Krishna river. Thus, Velanati Chodas started their
career ruling over this territory with their capital at Dhanadapura, modern Chandavolu in Guntur
district.
Rajendra Choda I (1108-1136) was the son and successor of Gonka 1. During the last
years of the rule of Kulottunga I (which corresponds with the period of Rajendra Choda I),
the Chaiukya-Cholas lost a considerable part of their region to the Western Chalukya ruler,
Vikramaditya VI. The attempts of Vikrama Choia (1118-1135), son of and successor to Kulottunga
I, to regain the lost territories proved futile. Thus, for some period, the Velanati Chodas had
to rule as the vassals of the Western Chalukyas. However, after the death of Vikramaditya VI
in 1127, Vikrama-Chola was succesfui in putting an end to the authority of the Chalukyas of
Kalyani over Vengi with the help of the mandalikas. Velanati Gonka II (1137-1162), son of
Rajendra Choda I, fought with the Chalukyan armies on the banks of the Godavari, defeated
them and captured a rich booty. This facilitated the restoration of Chalukya-Chola sovereignty
in Vengi by about 1135.
Kulottunga II, successor to Vikrama Chola, pleased by the military services of Gonka II,
conferred on him the rulership of Vengi. However, the Veianati Chodas were not strong enough
to command the allegiance of the rest of the mandalikas. The attempts of the Velanatis to
impose their authority over the other mandalikas resulted In revolts throughout the domain,
To consolidate their position, the Velanatis entered into matrimonial alliances with the other
chiefs such as the Kotas, the Halhayas of Palnad and the Kondapadumatls. Gonka II was
successful In thwarting the attempts of the Telugu Chodas of Konldena, Kammanadu and
Pakanadu and became Independent. He undertook an expedition against southern Kallnga
and Inflicted a humiliating defeat on the Eastern Gangas around 1151, As a result of his
successes In Kaflnga, Gonka otelmed himself as the lord of the entire area extending from
Mahendraglri to Srtsaltarn,